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who have finished five years of pri- 
mary education (only two years of 
primary education are available in 
rural areas) or students who have 
completed a prevocational agriculture 
program. These schools have a 2-year 
program. 

The Agricultural Normal School ad- 
mits students who have completed 
five years of elementary education, or 
students who have completed the 
vocational agricultural program, and 
extends the educational ladder by five 
more years. So, upon completing 
approximately 10 years of study, the 
student may become qualified to teach 
or direct programs of vocational ag- 
riculture. 

The Facultad de Agronomia (a 
branch of the National University) 
represents the best the country has 
to offer in technical agricultural 
education. Its program is 5-years, and 
only graduates of Bachilleratos (5- 
years primary, 6-years secondary) are 
eligible for admittance to this school. 
(Agriculture is not included in the 
program of the Bachillerato). Since 
only city boys have an opportunity to 
finish Bachilleratos, only city boys 
(with few exceptions) qualify for 
admittance to the Facultad. The 
Facultad does not admit graduates of 
the Normal School. Practically speak- 
ing, this means that a young boy with 
an agricultural background and out- 
look is denied the educational oppor- 
tunity to qualify himself for a position 
of leadership in agriculture. He can- 
not complete the program of studies 
in a Bachillerato because these schools 
are located in urban areas and are 


beyond his economic means. One im- 
plication of this situation is that it 
will be most difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to develop a corps of competent 
professional workers to give leadership 
to the agricultural movement in the 
Country. 


| Some Major Problems 


A need for systematic education at 
all levels can be made more realistic 
by viewing a few of the problems 
that people in various positions 
(owners, managers, workers, and 
members of society generally) turn 
their backs upon: 

1. How to get 60 per cent or more 
of the rural inhabitants off the unbe- 
lievably steep hillsides which they are 
farming and permitting to wash from 
under them. 

2. How to convince landowners 
that there is a need to use level land 
for the mass production of vegetables, 
fruits, and row crops, and the slopes 
and hillsides for pastures and cattle 
production—that such a change in 
land use would be more profitable to 
all concerned. 


8. How to convince land owners 
that a minuscule of tax per acre to 
develop a system of ditches for drain- 
age in flood seasons and irrigation in 
dry seasons is a simple and cheap in- 
vestment. 

4. How, in a veritable land of milk 
and honey, to get the people off an 
almost total diet of heavy starches. 

5. How to get landlords to recog- 
nize the value of technical education 
in agriculture and to overcome a 
tradition inherited from the Spaniard 
that manual labor is degrading. 

6. How to increase agricultural 


production by 40 per cent by 1956, 
which will be necessary for the in- 
crease in population and a rise of 25 
per cent in consumption standards. 


Proposed Program 


Following are major elements of an 
agricultural education program that 
has been developed to meet the needs 
of the State of Valle. The program 
was worked out in consultations with 
many individuals and groups and is 
strongly supported by a group of 
Colombian Citizens, serving as ad- 
visors to the Point IV Technicians in 
Cali. 

1. Extend rural primary education 
for boys by three years so as to 
make available to rural boys the 
full five years’ primary education 
now available only in urban 
areas. Emphasis will be placed on 
agriculture as a subject in the 
fourth and fifth years of the 
program. 

. Continue the existing voca- 
tional and prevocational agricul- 
tural schools, but with modifi- 
cations and improvement in their 
programs and facilities. The cur- 
riculum will be changed to stress 
primary education objectives. 
Students finishing these programs 
will be eligible to continue their 
education in secondary schools. 

. Add agriculture as an elective 
subject to the program of studies 
in several well selected Colegios 
(Bachilleratos) in the State. 
(This arrangement would be 
similar to the program in opera- 
tion in the United States.) 

4. Expand the Buga Normal School. 


(Continued on page 44) 
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